






To wo of Padrper 


Scbool IReport 


1902-1903. 






School Committee, 1902—1903 


Charles E. Fish, Chairman. 
Harold M. Dean, Secretary. 


Charles E. Fish, 
Charles N. Shaw, 

R. C. Newell, 

William E. McDonald, 
C. H. Hobbs, 

Henry G. Loomis, 


Term expires 1904 

“ “ 1903 

“ “ 1903 

“ “ 1904 

“ “ 1905 

‘ T - “ i9°5 


Regular meeting of the School Committee at 7.45 P- m - on the 
Monday before the last Friday of each month. 

All bills must be in the hands of the Superintendent on or be¬ 
fore the above day. 

Superintendent of Schools, Harold M. Dean. 


Office, High School Building. Telephone, 26-12. 


Office Hours :—8 to 8. 

30 a. m. on school days ;■ 7 to 8 p. m. on 
Mondays. 

TRUANT OFFICERS.. 

John P. Eastman, 

H. T. Bishop, 

Depot 

Thorndike 

William Prairie, 

Three Rivers 

C. E. Fuller, 

Bondsville 

JANITORS. 

H. L. Gray, 

High School 

H. S. Hobson, 

Depot 

H. T. Bishop, 

Thorndike 

William Prairie, 

Three Rivers 

C. E. Fuller, 

Bondsville 



Calendar 


SCHOOL YEAR, 1903-1904. 

HIGH SCHOOL. 

Winter term began December 29, 1902 ; ends April 3, 1903. 
Spring term begins April 20, 1903 ; ends June 26, 1903. 

Fall term begins September 8, 1903 ; ends December 24, 1903. 
Winter term begins January 4, 1904; ends March 26, 1904. 

Spring term begins April 5, 1904 ■ ends June 25, 1904. 

OTHER SCHOOLS. 

Winter term began December 29, 1902 ; ends April 3, 1903. 
Spring term begins April 20, 1903 ; ends June 19, 1903. 

Fall term begins September 8, 1903; ends December 18, 1903. 
Winter term begins January 4, 1904; ends March 26, 1904. 

Spring term begins April 5, 1904 ; ends June 18, 1904. 

HOLIDAYS. 

Saturdays, February 22, April 19, May 30, Labor Day, Thanks¬ 
giving Day and the day following. 



Report of the School Committee. 


To the Citizens of Palmer: 

In compliance with the statutes of the Commonwealth, the 
School Committee respectfully submits its Annual Report for the 
year ending March ist, 1903. 

It has been our endeavor to see that the methods and aims of 
our schools have been the best and that Improvement has been the 
watchword. The relations between your committee and those who 
have the direct oversight of the several schools has been cordial, in 
all cases, while the relations of pupils, parents and teachers have been 
harmonious. The attendance has been good and there has been a 
marked decrease in tardiness. 

TEACHERS. 

The past year has witnessed once more a change in superinten¬ 
dents. We regret to announce the loss of Mr. Thompson, who has 
served us so efficiently the past five years. His association with 
your board has been cordial and we regret his departure, though we 
congratulate him upon the new position that he has been given. 

For the position made vacant by Mr. Thompson’s resignation, 
your committee had many applications. After due consideration 
Mr. Harold M. Dean was their unanimous choice and was elected 
Superintendent of our schools. Mr. Dean, as many of you know, be¬ 
gan his work as a teacher in Palmer ten years ago. Since that time 
he has held positions in several towns, from all of which he received 
good endorsements. His experience as a grammar master and later 
as a high school teacher has given him experience which we believe 
has fitted him for the position to which we have elected him. 

Our corps of teachers was materially changed by the resignation 
of.eight teachers during the past summer’s vacation. We believe 
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that we were fortunate in filling their places. Ihe teachers deserve 
commendation for the constant endeavor upon their part to make 
our schools efficient. 

Your attention is called to the reports of our special teachers in 
Drawing and Music. The excellent work in drawing that our pupils 
are doing, and the good work in music are such as to warrant praise. 

BUILDINGS. 

The High School Building has been put in excellent repair, and 
the sanitary arrangements are now such that the parents need have 
no fear for the health of the pupils. The large increase in attendance, 
if continued, will necessitate the 'building of an addition to the 
present building. Your attention is called to a more detailed report 
of the conditions there in the Superintendent’s report. 

Were it not for the fact that you have been called upon so re¬ 
cently to make appropriations for new buildings we would ask for an 
appropriation for a new building at d hree Rivers. I he sanitary ar¬ 
rangements are not satisfactory and there is need of many repairs, < 
however, the schoolhouse may be made to serve acceptably for 
several years by the expenditure of a sum equal to less than two 
years’ interest upon the cost of a new building. We ask for this a 
special appropriation of $i 45 °- 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

Your committee estimates the expenses of the schools for the 
ensuing year to be $22,800, and recommend that that sum be raised 


and appropriated as follows : 

Salaries, superintendent and teachers, $16,000 

“ music and drawing, 1,000 

“ janitors, 1,600 

Transportation, ' 3 °° 

Text books and supplies, 1,000 

Fuel and lights, 1,900 

Repairs of buildings, 5 °° 

Contingencies, 5 °° 


$2 2,800 
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Special appropriation for Three Rivers build¬ 
ing, 

Insurance, 

Respectfully submitted, 


CHARLES E. FISH, 

R. C. NEWELL, 
william e. McDonald, 
CHARLES N. SHAW, 

C. H. HOBBS, 

HENRY G. LOOMIS, 


L 45 ° 

250 


| School 
( Committee . 


Financial Statement 


TEACHERS’ SALARIES. 

HIGH SCHOOL. 

$ 1 , 120.00 
530.00 
530.00 
53 °-°° 

— -— $2,710.00 

DEPOT. 

$608.00 
150.OO 
. 230.OO 

QO.OO 
80.00 
207.OO 
40.00 
32O.OO 
150.OO 
207.00 
380.OO 
380.OO 
23O.OO 

— - $3,072.00 


THORNDIKE. 


Helen Sweet, 

$240.00 

Clara Rowley, 

368.00 

Elizabeth Clifford, 

150.00 

M. Rachel Butler, 

207.00 

Florence Bridges, 

36.00 


Gertrude Ball, 

Netta M. Stacey, 
Marion Gee, 

Mabel Sedgwick, 
Helen L. Robinson, 
Ethel Coker, 

Lula A. Dillon, 
Nellie Haley, 
Susette Marsden, 
Katharine Shea, 

M. Eloise Stone, 
Annie Tucker, 
Sarah Harrison, 


Fred W. Cross, 
Fannie H. Kingsley, 
Jessie L. Hyde, 
Nettie M. Saddler, 
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Annie E. O’Connor, 
Lucy B. Twiss, 

Mary E. Murdock, 


THREE RIVERS. 

4 Frances A. Terrill, 

William F. Johnson, 

Kathaiine Twiss, 

Elizabeth Heenehan, 

Jennie M. Day, 

M. Nellie Green, 

Lula C. Vaille, 


BONDSVJLLE. 

Jennie C. Twiss, 

Annie E. Powers, 

Cora B. Clark, 

Annie A. Bishop, 

Florence Bridges, 

Helen C. Farnsworth, 

DISTRICTS. 

Minnie V. Andrews, Center, 

Julia G. Daley, Wire Mill, 

Phebe Hastings, Forest Lake, 

Blanche Hastings, Forest Lake, 

Josie Mahoney, Shorley, 

Marie G. Prindiville, Shorley, 

May E. Mahoney, Mason, 


SUPERINTENDENT. 

A. C. Thompson, 

Llarold M. Dean, 


$380.00 

380.00 

380.00 

-—- $2,141.00 

$240.00 

368.00 

380.00 

380.00 

380.00 

150.00 

230.00 

-— $2,128.00 

$593.°° 

365.0° 

380.00 

40.00 

329.00 

380.00 

-$2,087.00 

$380.00 

328.88 

154-38 

154-37 

32-50 

238.00 

291.87 

-$1,580.00 

$720.00 

960.00 

— -- $1,680.00 

$!5>398 -oo 








IO 

DRAWING. 

Grace E. Hackett, 

$420.00 

Wadsworth, Howland & Co., 

56.00 

Kenny Bros. & Co., 

44.00 

Perry Pictures Co., 

4.00 

J. L. Hammett Co., 

68.70 

Davis & Bannister, 

E. E. Babb & Co., 

2.49 

38.09 

Charles C. Lowell, 

4.00 

MUSIC. 

Joana V. Cantwell, 

$400.00 

The Orville Brewer Pub. Co., 

I.CO 

E. E, Babb & Co., 

100.00 

JANITORS. 

H. L. Gray, 

$250.00 

H. S. Hobson, 

364.00 

W. H. H. Ryder, 

14.50 

H. T. Bishop, 

280.00 

C. E. Fuller, 

280.00 

William Prairie, 

205.00 

Rufus Bacon, 

19.50 

Louis Wheeler, 

15.00 

Mrs. C. F. Place, 

2.00 

Denis Mahoney, 

15.00 

Fred Disley, 

10.00 

Mrs. Maginnis, 

5.00 

John Johnson, 

19.00 

Daniel Lane, 

6.00 

TEXT BOOKS AND SUPPLIES. 

The Morse Co., 

$ 24.70 

Thompson, Brown & Co., 

42.01 

D. C. Heath & Co., 

144.02 

Thos. R. Shewell & Co., 

340 

GloBe School Book Co., 

23.08 

Kenny Bros. & Wolkins, 

3-75 

Buck & Whitcomb^ 

13.64 


$637-28 


$5oi-oo 


$i,4 8 5-oo 




C. A. LeGro, 

$ 25.04 

Ginn & Co., 

140.10 

Atkinson & Mentzer, 

27.65 

Whitall, Tatum & Co., 

21.90 

C. L. Johnson & Co., 

3.20 

American Book Co., 

2.41 

*W. H. Woodhead, 

56.61 

W. T. Langdon, 

10 45 

C. P. Nelson, 

6.70 

J. L. Hammett Co., 

130.88 

E. E. Babb & Co., 

820.50 

The Cent. Mem. Pub. Co., 

16.00 

Silver, Burdett & Co., 

102.24 

L. E. Knott & Co., 

28.88 

C. B. Eiske & Co., 

' 10*50 

Meekins, Packard & Wheat, 

28.36 

Moses Winter, 

4.00 

Educational Pub. Co., 

9* 1 7 

Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 

44.84 

Maynard, Merrill & Co., 

6.00 

C. A. Nichols & Co., 

5.00 

Rand, McNally & Co., 

15.20 

Allyn & Bacon, 

8.25 

W. L. Shaw, 

10.60 

J. H. Porter, 

3.00 

Bausch and Lomb Opt. Co., 

35 *oo 

Chas. Cook & Son, 

12.00 

D. Appleton & Co., 

10.40 

A. L. Robbins-Martin Co., 

186.17 

The Perry Pictures Co., 

2.09 

The Ellis Pub, Co., 

12.17 

Dodd, Mead & Co., 

70.80 

Chas. C. Lowell, 

2.10 

Central School Supply Co., 

17.00 

H. G. Loomis, 

25.00 

Geo. G. Ware, 

187.50 

Eagle Pencil Co., 

32.00 

Chas. Scribner’s Sons, 

53 * 8 o 


$2,438.11 
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CONTINGENCIES. 

Palmer Water Co., $, 88.10 

C. B. Fiske & Co., 163-30 

A. C. Thompson, 12.78 

Gertrude Ball, 4 - 4 ° 

S. H. Brown, 54-55 

H. W. McGregory, 4- 2 5 

H. T. Bishop, 11-25 

W. L. Shaw, 10.60 

Nelson’s Orchestra, I 9-44 

C. E. Fuller, 32.76 

D. L. Bodfish, 2.62 

John King, 3 2 -25 

William Prairie, 23.90 

H. S. Hobson, 38.00 

H. L. Gray, i 5 -°° 

J. K. Knox, 50.00 

Clem McGinnis, 3 -°° 

C. A. LeGro, - 4 ° 

E. F. Leonard, 10.00 

Central Mass. Electric Co., 5.00 

H. M. Dean, 32.07 

F. W. Cross, 4-8o 

J. P. Eastman, 1 3- 2 5 

C. S. Ruggles, 5-oo 

J. P. Schneider, 3«oo 

Walker & Kelly, 4-91 

Buck & Whitcomb, 6.87 

S. J. Jorczak, I 5 - 3 ° 

W. E. Stone, 1.03 

C. E. Shumway, i- 5 o 

C. L. Holden & Sons, 3-o6 

■-$672.39 

REPAIRS. 

Palmer Mill, $ 40.28 

F. D. Thompson, i.oo 

H. G. Loomis, 47-75 

Central Mass. Electric Co., 3- 6 5 

F. M. Webber, 14-94 
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W. E. Stone, 

$ 5-50 

Thorndike Company, 

31-47 

Buck & Whitcomb, 

13-93 

J. F. Twiss, 

4.00 

P. M. Shearer, 

13.00 

P. Murphy, 

3.00 

John O’Connor, 

i 2 -55 

James St. John, 

10.05 

Peter Rivers, 

10.05 

Alec. Herran, 

10.05 

John Ritchie, 

3.00 

C. T. Brainerd, 

18.00 

T. D. Potter & Co., 

•45 

Denis Mahoney, 

2.25 

Chandler Desk Co., 

144.90 

C. A. Brown & Co., 

3- 6 7 

J. W. Brainerd, 

l 6.10 

Clifton Elmer, 

v 1.80 

B. F. Dotney, 

84.41 

Zavier DeYerres, 

30.62 

M. J. Dillon, 

8.50 

E. S. Brooks, 

5-40 

The Fuller Warren Co., 

33-35 

A. M. Bond, 

20.40 


$ 594-07 


FUEL AND LIGHT. 


J. F. Holbrook & Son, 

$i, 743- 16 

Central Mass. Electric Co., 

30-63 

Ham & Miller, 

87.19 

Denis Mahoney, 

T 5- 2 5 

Mrs. B. Kinnevan, 

18.00 

J. A. Palmer, 

3 2 - 5 o 

J. 0 . Hamilton, 

16.25 

F. J. Hamilton, 

7-25 


$L 95°- 2 3 


TRANSPORTATION. 
Springfield and Eastern Street R. R., 


$300.00 
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A. E. Fitch, 


INSURANCE. 


$98.63 


SPECIAL APPROPRIATION 

B. F. Dotney, 

E. P. Ball, 

T. J. Mack, 

H. T. Huntington, 

S. H. Brown, 

The E. M. Porter Co., 

E. W. Carpenter, 

C. M. Dean, 

Central Mass. Electric Co., 

J. W. Brainerd, 

D. L. Bodfish, 

F. F. Marcy, 

E. C. Sexton, 


FOR THE HIGH SCHOOL. 

$ 57-85 

40.00 

80.45 

3.00 

2-95 

692.33 

1.80 

25 - 5 o 

T 4-79v 

3.00 

12.50 

8.50 

196.98 

-$ 1 , i39- 6 5 



BALANCE ACCOUNT. 


Dr. 


Cr. 

$16,000.00 

Salaries, superintendent and teachers, 

$15,398.00 

1,000.00 

“ music and drawing teachers, 

1,138.28 

1,600.00 

“ janitors, 

1,485.00 

300.00 

Transportation of pupils, 

300.00 

i,ibo.oo 

Text books and supplies, 

2,438.11 

1,900.00 

Fuel and Lights, 

1.950.23 

600.00 

Repairs, 

594-07 

500.00 

Contingencies, 

672.39 

576.38 

Dog tax, 


376.34 

Mass. School fund, 


29.99 

Merrick fund, 


492.80 

Tuition receipts, etc. 



SPECIAL APPROPRIATIONS. 


100.00 

Insurance, 

98.63 

1,200.00 

High School, 

1.139-65 


Balance, 

561-15 

$25,775-51 


$25-775-51 
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AUDITORS’ REPORT. 

We hereby certify that we have examined the books and ac¬ 
counts of the School Committee and find them to be correct in every 
respect. 


C. A. LeGRO, 

E. W. CARPENTER, 


Report of Superintendent of Schools. 


To the School Committee of the Town of Palmer: 

Gentlemen In compliance with the rules of your Board, I 
have the honor to present herewith my first annual report as Super¬ 
intendent of the Schools of Palmer, it being the tenth of the series 
of reports issued by the Superintendents of the public schools of the 
town. 

Throughout this report the year relative to attendance extends 
from September, 1901 to July, 1902; the year relative to expendi¬ 
tures from March 1, 1902, to March 1, 1903. 


STATISTICS. 


I.—POPULATION. 


Census of 1900, 


0 

00 

School population, September i, 1901, 5 to 15 years of age, 

1,227 

School population, September 1, 1902, 5 to 15 years of age, 

1,229 

Increase, 


2 

II.—PUPILS. 



Number of children in town September i, 

as reported 

by the 

census enumerators : 

1901 

1902 

Between the ages of 7 and 14, 

872 

690 

Aggregate enrollment, September to June, 

1,297 

1,094 

Average daily attendance, 

997.12 

891.65 

Average number belonging, 

1,051.9 

955-62 

Per cent of attendance, 

92.89 

93-35 

Average number of pupils to each teacher, 



In high schools, 


16.19 

In other schools, 


33 - 
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COMPARISON FOR TEN YEARS. 


Year. 

1893-4 

1894-5 

1895-6 

1896-7 

1897-8 

1898-9 

’ 99 -’oo 

’oo-’oi 

'oi-’o2 

’02-03 

Average Membership. 
Average Attendance... 
Percent Attendance.... 

897.8 
825.1 
91. X 

919.7 

858.2 

93-3 

9 6 7-5 

900.7 

93-9 

981.8 

913.6 

93-5 

953-83 

890.64 

92.23 

1023.20 

963.94 

93 - 

1050.51 

972.41 

92.01 

1075.85 

1002.05 

93-14 

1051.9 

977 -X2 

92.89 

955-62 

891.65 

93-35 


TABLE OF TARDINESS. 


1 -; 

Schools. 

1897-8 

1898-9 

’99-’00 

’oo-’ox 

’01—’02 

’02—’03 

igh. School....... 

69 

*75 

174 

IOI 

140 

2x5 

87 

78 

S 6 

15° 

237 

374 

254 

Palmer •*•••• .. .«••••••••• 

184 

267 

860 

535 


86 

93 

182 

54 


37 

32 

33 

*7 

Bondsville. #•••••••••••• •••••••••••»•••« 

42 

49 

69 

0 

4 1 

128 

70 

24 

Wire Mill • 

53 

54 

23 

43 

8 


68 

145 

9 1 

109 

65 

M ason • • •-* •••••••«•••••*•• •••••«• r « • • 

13 

25 

1 

0 

2 


56 

7 1 

i55 

46 

22 

xo 

4 

25 

Forest Lake . .... 

8 

19 

29 

29 



36 







Total , T » T T T T T.- , ...... ...... 

806 

on 

752 

937 

1,704 

1,013 
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TABLE OF DISMISSALS. 


Schools. 

1899-1900 

1900-1901 

1901- 

-1902 

1902- 

-1903 

Times 

Dis¬ 

missed. 

Hours 

Lost. 

T imes 
Dis¬ 
missed. 

Hours 

Lost. 

Times 

Dis¬ 

missed. 

Hours 

Lost.' 

Times 

Dis¬ 

missed. 

Hours 

Lost. 

Pligh School. 

201 

127 

316 

144 

227 

no 

93 

74 

Palmer. 

501 

402 

522 

466 

1,158 

536 

738 

356 

Three Rivers.. 

492 

503 

7°3 

569 

567 

405 

340 

324 

Thorndike. 

356 

106 

158 

44 

109 

59 

178 

84 

Bondsville. 

320 

160 

*34 

239 

282 

172 

281 

189 

Center. 

325 

212 

95 

78 

263 

67 

21 

14 

Wire Mill. 

67 

35 

21 

15 

20 

16 

7 

3 

Shorley. 

Ma^on • • 

16 

36 

g 

7 

° 

6 

3 

3 

2 

3 


Fnrp<if J f ak ttttTTTTT 

25 



Q 

21 

17 

23 


P>l^nrhardville » T 



32 

O 




/ 








Totals. 

2,304 

i, 59 i 

V0 
■00 
<0 

1566 1-12 

2,650 

1,385 

1,686 

1,044 
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ATTENDANCE BY SCHOOLS. 


SCHOOLS. 

Average 

Membership. 

Average 

Attendance. 

Per Cent of 
Attendance. 

Enroll¬ 

ment. 

High. 

64.77 

61.96 

95.66 

75 

Palmer— 





Grades 8 and 9. 

40.8 

38-4 

94.2 

52 

Grades 7 and 8. 

38.65 

35-4 

9 I -5 

42 

Grades 5 and 6. 

44-35 

41.05 

92.67 

46 

Grades 4 and 5. 

44-7 

41.74 

93-35 

47 

Grades 3 and 4. 

35-89 

32.29 

89.9 

39 

Grades 2 and 3 ..... 

33-04 

30-03 

90.85 

4 i 

Grade 1. 

46.84 

41-25 

88.06 

59 

Thorndike— 





Grades 7, 8 and 9.. . 

24-39 

23-52 

96. 

23 

Grades 5 and 6. 

30.2 

28.4 

94.1 

39 

Grades 4 and 5. 

34.18 

32.67 

95-57 

35 

Grade 3.- ... 

23.98 

22.84 

95.02 

21 

*Grade 2. 

15.8 

14.7 

93 - 

25 

Grade 1. 

27.24 

25-65 

94.16 

29 

Three Rivers— 





Grades 7, 8 and 9.. . 

29.36 

28.4 

96.7 

34 

Grades 5 and 6. 

30.43 

28.74 

94-5 

35 

Grades 3 and 4. 

27.85 

26.7 

95-9 

28 

Grades 2 and 3 ..... 

31-57 

29-73 

94-2 

33 

Grade 1 .. . 

32-3 

28. 

88.1 

48 

Bonds ville— 





Grades 7, 8 and 9.. . 

38.12 

36.62 

96. 

4 i 

Grades 5 and 6. 

37 -i 8 

35-15 

94.6 

35 

Grades 3 and 4. 

42.2 

40.06 

• 94-94 

49 

Grades 2 and 3. 

38.28 

35-27 

9 I -4 

40 

Grade 1. 

47-15 

42.4 

88,9 

53 

Districts — 





Center .. 

26.38 

23.8 

90.2 

34 

Wire Mill. 

30.2 

27.66 

92. 

42 

Forest Lake. 

14.09 

12.6 

84.16 

i 5 

Shorley.. 

10.37 

9.48 

89. 

16 

Mason. 

14-5 

13.2 

91. 

18 


^School in session seven months. 




































i9 


TABLE OF COST. 



1897-8 

1898-9 

1899-1900 

I9OO-I9OI 

1901-1902 

1902-1903 


$13,771.66 

150.00 

$14,058.96 

352.88 

1,171.80 

( 

$14,026.54 

$14,488 78 

$14,039.40 

467.67 

1,598.70 

15,398.00 



472.01 

400.00 

501.00 


| 1,364.10 

1,207.00 

1,301.30 

1,485.00 


< qq6.o8 

j 497-93 

{ 94 I -96 

{ 1,930.52 

1,726.36 

j 672.39 

Text books and sup¬ 
plies . 

1,069.64 

l 


Repairs. 

*,363-7* 

704.18 

i, 493 - 4 i 

980.69 

350.00 

1,829.16 
440.56 
1,468.82 
734-96 

*, 477-73 

413.28 

1,869.05 

287.50 

2,438.11 

Fuel. 

Transportation. 

448.75 

1,427-45 

1,312.00 

405-25 

1,502.50 
1,929 88 

594-07 

*,950-23 

Drawing. 

450.00 

740.87 

300.00 

Extra schoolroom. 

400.00 

748.86 

400.00 

637.28 

Totals . 

$20,975.77 

$ 21 , 471/71 

$22,265.84 

$21,579.65 

$24,385.90 

$23,976.08 


Av. membership. 


1,023.20 

963.94 

$20.98 

1,050.51 

972.41 

$21.20 

*,075-85 

1,002.05 

$20.06 


955.62 

891.65 

$25.69 

Av. attendance. 

Cost per pupil, based 
on average member¬ 
ship . 

953-83 

890.64 

$21.99 

23-55 

1,051.9 

977.12 

$23.18 

Cost per pupil, based 
on average attend- 
ance . T _ _ 


22.27 

22.90 

21.54 

24.96 

26.88 


Attention is called to the decrease in membership and attend¬ 
ance, which has caused an increased cost per pupil, though the total 
expenditure is less than the year previous. 










































Roll of Honor, 


Pupils neither absent nor tardy I Pupils not absent during 
during the year. | year. 


Fannie Welsh. 
Hazel Caryl. 

Gertrude Davis. 
Elsie Stevenson. 

Grace McDonnell. 


HIGH SCHOOL. 

Rufus S. Parkhurst. 
PALMER GRAMMAR. 

GRADE 9. 

GRADE 7. 

Agnes Mahoney. 

GRADE 6. 

Robert Laird. 


GRADE 5. 


Alice Costello. 
Ruth Davis. 
Maud Tibbetts. 



GRADE 4. 

Plelen Adams. 


Alice Bannister. 


grade 3. 

William McDonald. 


GRADE 2 . 

Harold Sanford. 

BONDSVILLE. 


GRADE 9. 

Daisy Canterbury. 

GRADE 6. 

Patrick Callahan. 
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Winifred Marsan. 
Florence Fisherdick. 


Kathryn Holden. 

George Gerald. 

Ruth Trumble. 

Francis Daley. 

Gerald McCusker. 
Mollie Lyons. 
George Matthews. 

Arthur Rouillard. 
Lucretia Dorval. 


Martha Bartkowiak. 


grade 5. 

GRADE 4. 

THORNDIKE. 

GRADE 9. 

GRADE 6. 

GRADE 5. 

GRADE 4. 

GRADE 3. 

GRADE I. 

THREE RIVERS. 

GRADE 9. 

SHORLEY DISTRICT. 


Joseph Kerigan. 


PALMER CENTER. 

Lillian Mahoney. 


CONTAGIOUS DISEASES. 


The following table will show the number of cases of contagious 
diseases that have been reported to the School Committee by the 
Board of Health : 


1902-1903. 

Fall Term. 

Winter Term. 

Spring Term. 

Diphtheria, 

18 

♦ 3 

10 

Scarlet Fever, 

3 

3 

3 

Measles, 

«5 

16 

25 

Typhoid Fever, 

0 

0 

0 

Smallpox, 

0 

0 

0 

Membraneous Croup, 

. 0 

1 

0 

Cerebro-spinal Meningitis, 

0 

0 

0 
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TRUANCY. 

There have been 41 cases reported to the truant officers of which 
4 were genuine. 


GRAMMAR SCHOOL GRADUATES. 

CLASS OF 1902. 

PALMER. 


* Edwin Earl Bard, 

*Eben Robert Barton, 
^Marion Dalziel Clark, 

* Wilson Duhamel Clark Jr., 
*Hazel Anna Dillon, 
^Ernestine Mary Dutilly, 
^Harriett Newton Fitch, 

* Josephine May Fenner, 
*Maude Willard Helliwell, 
*Ella Frances Kenyon, 


Walter Sutherland McGilp, 
*Ralph Boyd Purinton, 
*George Walter Roche, 
Frederick Leroy Sherman, 
^Florence Mae Stevenson, 
*Sarah Moulton Thompson, 

* William Alantson Thompson, 
*Sarah Frances Trumble, 
^Fannie Augustine Welsh, 
^Joseph Henry Wilder. 


THORNDIKE. 

*Ruth Sylvia Bishop, *Annie Thresa Longtine, 

Kathryn Irene Plolden. Annie Viola Luman, 

*Edwin Merton Walker. 


BONDSVILLE. 


*Marion Bowler, 

Daisy Bell Canterbury, 
^Thomas John Carmody, 
*Frank Ernest Convery, 
^Winnie Edith Dustin, 
Daniel Francis Shea, 


Michael John Ferris, 
*Lucy Cecelia Fitzgerald, 
Michael Alphonse Lynes, 
*'Viola Marsan, 

Nettie Elizabeth Rose, 
^William Arthur Arecotte. 


Rose Lena Anderson, 
^Martha Bartkowiak, 

* Lillie Fenton, 

^Frances Mabel Grace, 
^Katherine Mae Hartnett. 


THREE RIVERS. 

*Alice Louise Shaw, 
*Irving Roland Shaw, 
*Maysie Irene Twiss, 
Leon Scott Twogood, 
* Maude* Mae Wilson, 


*Rachel Obeline Senecal. 

Those whose names are starred entered the High School. 
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NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF TEACHERS, MARCH i, 1903. 


Name. 

Address. 

Salary. 

High School. 



Fred Wilder Cross. 


$1,200.00 

Fanny H. Kingsley. 


'Jessie L. Hyde. 


550.00 

Nettie M. Sadler . 


559.00 

Palmer Grammar. 


550.00 

Gertrude Ball. 



Katharine Shea. 


608.00 

Ethel Coker. ... 


342.00 

Marion Gee. .... 


342.00 

Nellie Haley. 


342.00 

M. Eloise Stone. 


380.00 

Annie E. Tucker,. 

Palmer . 

380.00 

380.00 

Thorndike Grammar. 


Clara Rowley. 

Thorndike. 


Rachael Butler. 

Thorndike. 

608.00 

Annie E. O’Connor .. 

Thorndike. 

342.00 

Lucy B. Twiss... 

Three Rivers .... 

380.00 

Mary E. Murdock. 

Thorndike. 

380.00 

Three Rivers Grammar. 


380.00 

William Johnson. 

Three Rivers. 


Katherine M. Twiss.;. 

Three Rivers.. 

608.00 

Elizabeth I. Heenehan. 

Palmer ... 

380.00 

Jennie M. Day. 

Monson. 

380.00 

Lula Vaille .. . 

Three Rivers. 

380.00 

Bondsville Grammar. 


380.00 

Jennie C. Twiss . 

Three Rivers. 

• 

Annie E. Powers. 

Bondsville ... 

608.00 

Cora B. Clark.. 

Thorndike. 

380.00 

Florence Bridges. 

Bondsville. 

380.00 

Helen C. Farnsworth. 

Bondsville . 

380.00 

Districts. 


380.00 

Minnie V. Andrews... 

Thorndike . 


Julia G. Daley. 

Thorndike . 

380.00 

Blanche Hastings. 

Palmer. 

342.00 

Marie Prindiville. 

Palmer . 

3 ° 8-75 

Mary E. Mahoney . 

Drawing. 

Palmer .. 

196.00 

308.75 

Grace E. Hackett. 

Palmer . 


Music. 


480.00 

Joana V. Cantwell. 

Monson. 




400.00 


The object of special supervision of the public schools is to 
secure the best quality of instruction that the means of the town 
will allow, to see that all of the teachers are provided with the proper 
books and supplies essential to good work, to insist upon the regu¬ 
lar attendance of all pupils, to arrange the courses of study in accord 
with the most approved ideas, to see that the physical environment 
of the pupils is conducive to good health and comfort, and finally to 
create in the community an interest in the welfare of the schools. 

TEACHERS. 

During the last summer’s vacation, eight teachers resigned, the 
larger number of whom went to places paying higher salaries. All 
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the new teachers elected are either graduates of Normal Schools or 
teachers of experience, and have taken up the work diligently. 

A change of nearly a quarter of our teaching force must needs 
be detrimental to the welfare of our schools. Though a teacher 
may be well qualified to conduct her school along the most approved 
lines she does not reach her full teaching power until she has become 
adjusted to her new environment and acquainted with the parents 
as well as with the pupils. In most cases this requires a year at 
least and in some cases even longer, and involves a distinct loss to 

our schools. 

The rapid development of all lines of work toward specializa¬ 
tion has caused the standard of our schools to be raised above that 
which has been acceptable in the past. To meet the demands 
placed upon the pupils as soon as they leave school necessitates 
intense work on their part and accurate guidance on the part of the 
teachers. This involves a better preparation than the high school 
can give to them who wish to teach, and the increased expense 
caused thereby must be met by good salaries from the towns that 
expect to maintain a high standard of schools. 

TEXT BOOKS AND SUPPLIES. 

Aside from a deficiency in reference books, our schools are 
well provided with the usual facilities for good work. The upper 
grades have a large amount of new supplementary reading, selected 
from the classics and the best modern writers. The only change 
made in text books is the introduction of Tarr & McMurray’s 
Geographies in the Bondsville schools. They have been so satisfac¬ 
tory that their further introduction is recommended. 

In the High School there have been placed new text books in 
Science, Geometry, Civics and Ancient History, and apparatus for 
laboratory work has been added that will enable the work-in Science 
to meet college requirements. 

ATTENDANCE. 

The per cent of attendance is somewhat higher than that of 
last year and there has been a large decrease in the amount of 
tardiness, nevertheless there is much to be desired in this direction. 
Over one half of the whole tardiness was in the Palmer Grammar 
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School, and one fourth was in the High School, leaving but one 
fourth of the tardiness in all the other schools in town. The present 
records of the High School which will be published in next year’s 
report show a decided improvement due to the excellent work in 
this direction done by Mr. Cross. The attention of the parents is 
urged to the importance of punctuality. A pupil who comes into 
school late attracts the attention of the teacher and the pupils from 
the work in hand and looses in many cases instruction essential to 
his steady advancement with his class. Then too there is the moral 
influence upon the pupil. The attitude maintained toward attend¬ 
ance in school will hinder or assist in the work which follows school. 
A tardiness in school or business not absolutely unavoidable is a 
disgrace and should be so considered by both pupil and parent. 
The harm done by repeated absence is more patent because irregu¬ 
larity in attendance involves a distinct loss of class work, and so 
hinders advancement. 

The special attention and cooperation of all parents is earnestly 
solicited to bring about an improvement in our records of attend¬ 
ance and tardiness. 

COURSES OF STUDY. 

In the High School, the courses have been changed as shown 
by the report of the Principal herewith submitted. One change 
which meets approval is that of establishing a business course. 

The High School courses are in a measure determined by the 
state requirements which compel all high schools to fit for college. 
There is no study in our schools that costs so much per pupil 
benefitted as Greek yet no one would presume to eliminate it. 
Since public sentiment demands that the children of the pros¬ 
perous be prepared for college at the public expense, it also 
ought to demand that the children of those unable to afford a col¬ 
lege education be prepared for some practical work. To provide 
for those who cannot attend college and for those whose school days 
are necessarily limited, a three years’ course was established in 1896. 
That this course does not meet the demands of those for whom it 
was established is shown by the large number that go from our 
grammar schools to learn stenography and typewriting in schools out 
of town. Is it not an injustice to our taxpayers who contribute so 
liberally to the support of our schools that they should be compelled 
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to send their children to Springfield and other places to learn those 
subjects whicn are necessary in elementary business or office work ? 
Since this expense is a heavy burden for many who can ill afford to 
bear it, arrangement has been made for the introduction of a business 
course into our High School-a course such that a pupil shall have 
an opportunity to fit himself for any position that would be open to 
a business college graduate. 

BUILDINGS. 

The large increase in attendance at the High School, if com 
tinned, will necessitate an addition to that building in the near future. 
The building was originally designed for three teachers. It has an 
assembly room which seats 83 pupils and there are two recitation 
rooms. The enrollment during the past half-year has been so large 
that some of the pupils have been compelled to sit in the recitation 
rooms. The room in the third story of the tower used for drawing 
is cold a large part of the winter and too warm when the sun beats 
upon it in eaily fall and late spring; at best, it can be con¬ 
sidered nothing but a makeshift and has never been satisfactory. 
Four teachers are now working in a building designed for three. The 
efficiency of the school work is greatly hindered by lack of room. 
There is, too, a deman 1 for instruction in our High School from 
some of the surrounding towns not supporting high schools. Could 
accommodations be offered sufficient to provide well for the town’s 
pupils with a margin for those who desire to come from other towns, 
the expense per pupil would be lessened materially by the tuition re¬ 
ceived from outside pupils. Aside from its limited room, the build¬ 
ing is in excellent repair. 

The Three Rivers school house is old and in need of many re¬ 
pairs if it is to be occupied for any considerable time. The roof 
leaks, the floors in some rooms are badly worn, the walls and wood¬ 
work need repairing, and blackboards must be purchased for some 
of the rooms, while the sanitaries are in such condition that immed¬ 
iate rebuilding is necessary. Special attention should be given to 
this school house during the coming summer. 
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SPECIAL TEACHERS. 

The work of the teachers of drawing and music deserves 
commendation. The ultimate end of the instruction in both music 
and drawing is esthetic. Instruction in the technique of these 
subjects is essential in the beginning but the work is not an entire 
success that does not develop a love for the beautiful in art and a 
fondness for the best classical music. In this respect the task is a 
difficult one for the teachers. A step in the right direction has 
been the purchase of pictures which keep before the pupils copies 
of the best paintings. That we have not done so much in music for 
the pupils is due to the expense involved. There is an opportunity 
for the friends of the school to help us by making it possible for the 
pupils to hear from time to time selections from the best masters in 
music. We cannot expect this from public appropriation but hope 
for it from private liberality. 

In closing this report, I wish to express my appreciation of the 
cordial reception that I have received from the teachers without ex¬ 
ception, and of the willingness that they have shown to act upon all 
suggestions made, also of the cordial support and valuable assistance 
which I have received from the committee. 

Respectfully submitted, 

HAROLD M. DEAN, 

Superintendent of Schools . 


REGULAR COURSES IN PALMER HIGH SCHOOL. 
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Report of the Principal of Palmer High School. 


To the School Superintendent of the Town of Palmer: 

The Principal of the High School submits herewith his second 
annual report. The mid-term of the current school year finds the 
High School in a healthful and encouraging condition. Since the 
presentation of our last annual report the membership of the school 
has increased from 65 to 87 pupils, a gain of nearly 34 per cent. 
The total number enrolled this year has been 93, of whom 46 have 
come from Palmer village, 17 from Bondsville, 12 from Three 
Rivers, 6 from Thorndike, 2 from Palmer Center, and 10 from 
outside the town limits. At present there are pupils in attendance 
from Belchertown, Brimfield, Monson, Seekonk, and Wilbraham. 
The increase in membership has been accompanied by a marked 
gain in punctuality of attendance. The tardiness record per pupil 
during the term ending Dec. 19th, 1902, was exactly one-fourth what 
it was in the corresponding term of 1901. 

Efforts have been and are constantly being made to increase 
the scope and efficiency of the school. The system of having 
recitations in any given subject come once, twice, or three times a 
week as formerly has been discontinued, and now nearly all classes 
recite daily or five times a week. This plan sustains interest, se¬ 
cures greater intensity of effort on the part of the pupils, and leads 
to better results. A considerable number of recitation periods have 
been added in the Latin, French, mathematics, history and chemistry 
courses, and the advisability has been suggested of lengthening our 
French course to three years. As the school offers but one course 
in modern language it is desirable that that course should be made 
strong enough to meet the most rigid college requirement. 

The increase which has been made in the number of periods 
devoted to the various subjects, together with the necessity for 
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making two divisions of the freshman English and freshman algebra 
classes, has brought with it the expenditure of much additional time 
and effort on the part of the teachers. One of the steps rendered 
necessary has been the lengthening of the school session to seven 
periods or five hours, thus making the length of our session the same 
as that in Ware, Chicopee, Westfield, Holyoke, Springfield, and 
other approved high schools in the state. The session has been 
arranged with a view to accommodating the electric car students in 
the best manner possible. 

In addition to the gain in attendance and in general morale . 
which the past year has witnessed have come certain material 
benefits which call for especial recognition. The laboratory has been 
curtained in such a manner that it may be rendered perfectly dark at 
mid-day, thus making it possible to use a stereopticon during the 
morning session, if desired. Moreover, the recent additions to our 
laboratory apparatus, consisting among other things of a new solar 
microscope, a compound microscope, and several dissecting micro¬ 
scopes will give greater opportunity for individual work, and will 
greatly enhance the value of our science department. 

All our present courses are so arranged that they preserve a 
proper balance between the various branches taught. Of our three 
regular courses the Latin Scientific is by far the most popular, not 
because it is easy, but because it not only fits for normal schools and 
for most colleges, but gives to pupils not intending to enter higher 
institutions of learning the elements of a truly liberal education. A 
schedule of studies, the same which is being followed during the cur¬ 
rent year, is appended to this report. 

The attention of the parents is again called to the necessity for 
fixed and regular hours of outside study on the part of every pupil. 
Without adequate opportunity for such home study no pupil, however 
well disposed, can hope to succeed. 

Once more our thanks are due to school authorities and citizens 
alike who during the year just past have given to the High School 
such cordial and enthusiastic support. 

Respectfully submitted, 

FRED WILDER CROSS, 

Principal . 


Palmer, Mass., Feb. 23d, 1903. 


Drawing Report, 


To the Superintendent of Schools : 

There has been no material change in the course of study in 
drawing since my last report. We have endeavored to improve the 
quality of the work from year to year, and it has progressed in a 
marked degree—due largely to the earnest and thorough work of 
the town teachers and the continued interest of the pupils. 

In addition to the regular work, an effort has been made to 
make practical application of the mechanical drawing. The articles 
drawn have been constructed, the materials used being a jack-knife, 
wood and sand-paper. In many schools, excellent results have been 
obtained, and pencil sharpeners, match boxes, brackets and book 
racks, worthy of a manual training department, have been produced. 
In this way, pupils not only learn a profitable way to spend spare 
moments, and to make the most of given conditions and resources 
by creating something really useful from what seemed worthless,— 
but also to do neat, careful and accurate work with their hands and 
to read working drawings which are so common in all machine shops. 

Pyrography, or burnt wood work, has been introduced into the 
elective class in the High School. The study of design, for the pur¬ 
pose of cultivating taste, occupies a large part of the time there spent 
on drawing, and pyrography has given added value to the subject-— 
the pupils making their own designs and also burning them. 

One exhibition of the drawing was given at the Palmer Fair last 
October, when the work of the different villages was seen collectively, 
and three pupils have this year won recognition for posters made for 
reproduction. These pupils are Benanin Doctor of Three Rivers, 
William Sullivan of Rondsville, and Florence Murdock of Thorndike. 

Many fine pictures and casts were placed in the schools last 
June. These were purchased with money obtained by giving school 
entertainments. In all, fifty good pictures and casts have been 
placed in the Palmer schools. 

I gratefully acknowledge all assistance in my work. 

Respectfully, 

GRACE E. HACKETT, 


February, 1903. 



Music Report. 


Mr. H. M. Dean, Superintendent of Schools: 

A brief review of the music work done in your schools the past 
year is hereby presented. 

The Individual Sight-singing Method has now been in use near¬ 
ly two years. Since any method is judged by the results obtained 
from its use, we can fairly say this method is unexcelled for produc¬ 
ing independent sight singers. That the pupils are gaining in inde¬ 
pendence was proven in the chorus work for the grammar school 
graduations. A high class of music in three and four parts was read 
almost at sight by pupils who the year previous were obliged to 
learn a great deal of the chorus work by rote. 

The individual work alternates with the chorus work in the 
music period, half of the period being devoted to each. Particular 
attention is given the negatives, and pupils new to the town, so that 
every pupil is given just the work he needs to bring him up to the 
required grade standard. 

The following list of Individual Series now in use in the different 
grades may be of some interest: 


Grade 

Grade 

Grade 

Grade 

Grade 


2 . 

3 - 

4 - 

5 - 


Just beginningJFirst Series. 

First and Second Series. 

Second and Third Series. 

Third and Fourth Series. 

Fourth and Fifth Series. 

Grade 6. Fifth Series. 

Grades 7, 8, and 9. Sixth Series. 

There are ten series in the course, so in less than a year each 
grade ought to be up to the required standard. This progress is 
very gratifying when one considers that the method has been in use 
only two years. It is very inspiring to note the children’s interest in 
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singing these exercises; to observe the gradual growth of power to 
sing at sight, which enables them to enjoy the harmonies of chorus 
work. With very few exceptions the music records of each term 
show a steady growth in individual independence in sight reading. 

The new Educational Music Readers placed in the upper gram¬ 
mar grades this year, contain very good chorus work in two and three 
parts. The pupils have appreciated the work in them greatly, espe¬ 
cially the songs. 

The “Euterpean,” an excellent collection of choruses, part 
songs, and quartets, has been recently placed in the high school. 
This book presents new and interesting material for chorus work, 
which the pupils are greatly enjoying. 

I trust I may have the pleasure to welcome more parents and 
friends of pupils during my visits to the various rooms. I consider 
such interest most beneficial to pupils and teachers. 

The teachers have labored earnestly to fulfill all my directions 
most faithfully, and I desire to commend them for their untiring 
efforts and enthusiasm. 

To all who have helped to make the music work successful, 
both by their interest and generous support, I extend my hearty- 
gratitude. Respectfully, 

JOANA V. CANTWELL. 


February, 1903. 
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SUMMARY OF THE IMPORTANT FEATURES OF 
EDUCATIONAL LAWS. 

“Whoever willfully and maliciously or wantonly and without 
cause, destroys, defaces, mars or injures a schoolhouse, church or 
other building erected or used for purposes of education, or religious 
instruction, or for the general diffusion of knowledge, or an outbuild¬ 
ing, fence, well, or appurtenance of such schoolhouse, church, or 
other building, or furniture, apparatus, or other property belonging 
to or connected with such schoolhouse, church or other building, 
shall be punished by a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars , or by 
imprisonment in the jail not exceeding one year." 

“No child under 14 years of age shall be employed in any fac¬ 
tory, workshop or mercantile establishment.” 

“No child under 16 years of age shall be employed in any fac¬ 
tory, workshop or mercantile establishment, until he has secured from 
the superintendent of schools, or from a person authorized by him, 
an age and schooling certificate. Such child must present an em¬ 
ployment ticket from the intending employer when he applies for the 
age and schooling certificate. 

“The father or mother, if living, must accompany the child, to 
sign the certificate of age ; if neither the father nor mother are living, 
the guardian or custodian. 

“Proof of correct age must be furnished if the age certificate 
does not agree with the school census.” 

“Every child between 7 and 14 years of age shall attend some 
public day school, or an approved private school, in the town or city 
in which he resides during the entire time the public day schools are 
in session. 

“For the purpose of the preceeding section, school committees 
shall approve a private school only when the instruction in all the 
studies required by law is in the English language, and when they 
are satisfied that such instruction equals in thoroughness and effi¬ 
ciency and in the progress made therein the instruction in the public 
schools in the same city or town.” 

“Any person having under his control a child between 7 and 14 
years of age who fails for five day sessions or ten half-day sessions 
within any period of six months while under such control, to cause 
such child to attend school as referred above, the physical or mental 
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condition of such child not being such as to render his attendance 
at school harmful or impractical, shall, upon conviction, forfeit and 
pay a fine of not more than $20. 

“Every habitual truant, habitual absentee or habitual school 
offender, upon conviction, may be committed, if a boy, to the County 
Truant School or to the Lyman School for Boys, and if a girl to the 
State Industrial School for girls. 

“No child who has not been duly vaccinated shall be admitted 
to a public school except upon presentation of a certificate signed 
by a regular practising physician that such child is an unfit subject 
for vaccination. 

“No child who is a member of a household in which a person 
is sick with smallpox, diphtheria, scarlet fever or measles, or of a 
household exposed to contagion from a household as aforesaid, shall 
attend any public school during such sickness or until the teacher of 
the school has been furnished with a certificate from the Board of 
Health of the town or city, or from the attending physician of such 
sick person, stating in a case of smallpox, diphtheria or scarlet fever, 
that a period of at least two weeks, and in a case of measles a period 
of at least three days, has elapsed since the recovery, removal, or 
death of such person, and that danger of the conveying of such dis¬ 
ease by such child has passed. 

“The last regular session prior to Memorial Day, or a portion 
thereof, shall be devoted to exercises of a patriotic nature.” 


“ NO-SCHOOL ” SIGNAL. 

The signal is given by direction of the Superintendent of 
Schools. 

The School Committee has adopted the following regulations 
respecting the “no-school” signal: 

The “ no-school” signal, when given at eight o’clock a. m. indi¬ 
cates that there will be no morning session in the schools. 

When given at 11.45 a - m -> indicates that there will be no after¬ 
noon session. 

The “no-school” signal in precinct A will be given on the fire 
alarm by three strokes of the bell twice repeated, making nine 
strokes in all, thus : *** *** *** 

In the other precincts the “no-school” signal will be given by 
three blasts on the steam chime whistles, each blast from 3 to 5 
seconds duration, a pause between each blast of from 3 to 5 seconds, 
thus: - - - 

The “no-school” signal does not affect the high school; 
sessions are held there every school day. 






